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Sullivan on Thursday refused to dismiss a
lawsuit filed by a group of protesters
seeking to invalidate a no-bid state

contract for the construction of a new
prison in Western Massachusetts.

Sullivan, who is presiding over a motion
to dismiss the lawsuit brought by the

Department of Corrections, said he will
hear oral arguments on July 17. "I cannot
say at this time that I will grant or deny
the motion to dismiss," he said. The new

prison will be built in Millbury by a
Massachusetts-based company called

W.L. Lyons. The group of residents
seeking to invalidate the contract,
including both union and non-union

workers, filed the lawsuit with the state
Supreme Judicial Court in May. The group
claims that building the prison at Millbury
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and putting its unions on the state's
prison-construction payroll violates the
state constitution, which guarantees

workers the right to organize and bargain
collectively with their employers. The

groups has estimated that construction
costs could rise to more than $2 billion.

McDermott Will & Emery, which is
representing Massachusetts taxpayers,
argues that the contract for the prison

was properly negotiated under the state's
Procurement Act. The state has defended
the contract and has asked for a dismissal
of the lawsuit. Gov. Charlie Baker has said

he believes taxpayers have a right to
know where their money is going. The
state claims that the case will become
moot if the project is built. Earlier this

month, the prison's construction manager
told the state the project is 90 percent

complete.
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SEC. The BCS had the highest ratings in
the regular season, but as soon as the
BCS Championship became the most
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important game of the year, so too did
the ratings. Both teams have reached the

BCS title game in the past 5 years, but
the Buckeyes have won just once. That’s
why the Big 10 conference is not playing
in the BCS title game this year. This year

the BCS was dealing with perhaps it’s
worst ever situation. 1) The BCS is in a

down year, and 2) the BCS title is not as
big of a TV draw as it has been in the
past. Regardless of the situation, the

media always tries to find a superstar in
the BCS title game. He can be a Heisman
winning player, a star player, an up and

coming player, or even an unknown
talent. When the rest of the SEC and Big
10 were resting their stars for the Bowl
games (actually the SEC was playing its
2nd bowl game in as many years) the

BCS was putting together a game that did
not have a clear superstar like Auburn’s
Cam Newton, Tennessee’s Vince Young,

LSU’s JaMarcus Russell, Florida’s Tim
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Tebow, or even Wisconsin’s Russell
Wilson, who was headed for the National
Championship. The BCS developed a new

formula called “power ratings” that
placed teams on a scale where a top 5

team would get an automatic BCS bid and
a consensus top 8 team would get an

automatic BCS berth. This formula did not
always work, as BCS fans argue over

whether the correct team should have
been in the BCS title game after the last

two BCS editions of the Holiday Bowl were
disputed. The SEC and Big 10 were

playing in the BCS title game in years
past, which has helped the two

conferences grow their TV ratings. But
these conferences had to come up with a

plan to protect themselves in the new
BCS formula since the consensus power

ratings were not rising. The Big
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